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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims, as follows: 

1 . (currently amended) A culture medium for detecting meticillin-resistant 
microorganisms, comprising , b e s i d e s nutrients for the growth of said microorganisms, 
an antibiotic chosen from the group of second or third generation cephalosporins, and a 
chromogenic agent that releases a chromophore after hydrolysis with an enzyme that is 
active in said microorganisms. 

2. (currently amended) The culture medium as claimed in claim 1 , charactor i zod i n 
feat wherein said microorganisms are staphylococci , in part i cu l ar Staphy l ococcus 
aureus . 

3. (currently amended) The culture medium as claimed in claim 2 1, in which said 
chromogenic agent is chosen from the group consisting of 5-bromo-6-chloro-3-indoxyl 
phosphate and 5-bromo-4-chloro-3-indoxyl glucoside. 

4. (currently amended) The culture medium as claimed in on e of c l aims claim 1 to 
3, charact e r i zed i n that wherein said antibiotic is cefamandole. 

5. (currently amended) The culture medium as claimed in ono of cla i ms claim 1 to 
3, charact e riz e d i n that wherein said antibiotic is chosen from the group of cephamycins 
and of oxacephems. 

6. (currently amended) The culture medium as claimed in claim 5, charact e r i z e d in 
that wherein said antibiotic is chos e n selected from the group consisting of cefoxitin, 
cefmetazole, moxalactam, cefotetan and flomoxef. 

7. (currently amended) The culture medium as claimed in on e of claims 2 to 6 
claim 3 . charact e r i z e d in that it contains which comprises 5-bromo-6-chloro-3-indoxyl 
phosphate and 5 bromo A ch l oro 3 indoxyl glucosido . 
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8. (currently amended) The culture medium as claimed in ono of claims claim 1 te 
7-, charactor i zod in that it a l so compr i ooo further comprising at least one of the following 
two chromogenic agents: 5-bromo-4-chloro-3-indoxyl galactoside and 5-bromo-4- 
chloro-3-indoxyl glucuronide. 

9. (currently amended) The culture medium as claimed in ono of cla i ms 2 to 8 
claim 1 . charactorizod i n that i t a l so conta i ns which further comprises an antibiotic 
chos e n selected from the group consisting of vancomycin, teicoplanin 4 and avoparcin, 
and mixtures thereof. 

10. (currently amended) The culture medium as claimed in ono of c l a i ms 2 to 9 
claim 1 , charactor i zod i n that tho comprising a concentration of sodium chloride that is 
less than 3%. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The culture medium as claimed in one of claims 1 to 1 0, 
characterized in that the concentration of antibiotic is between 0.5 and 50 mg/l. 

12. (currently amended) The medium as claimed in ono of cla i ms claim 1 te-44, 
charactor i zod i n that wherein the concentration of chromogenic agent is between 0.01 
and 0.5 g/l. 

13. (canceled). 

14. (currently amended) A method of detecting meticillin-resistant microorganisms in 
a sample, comprising the steps cons i sting i n of: 

{a][[-]] inoculating a medium as claimed in ono of cla i ms claim 1 1^42- with 
said sample or an inoculum derived from said sample, 

(bH MI incubating said medium under conditions that allow growth of said 
microorganisms, 

(c)[[-]l detecting, on said medium, the presence of said meticillin-resistant 
microorganisms by virtue of the presence of colored colonies. 
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1 5. (new) The culture medium of claim 2 wherein said staphylococci are 
staphylococcus aureus. 

16. (new) The culture medium of claim 7, which further comprises 5-bromo-4-chloro- 
3-indoxyl-glucoside. 
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